
2011 was a big year. At the start, the 
state faced a $27 billion revenue 
shortfall in large part because 

of the Great Recession but also because it could no 
longer cover the cost of the unaffordable 2006 tax cut. 
CPPP’s steady call for a balanced approach to meeting 
the needs of Texas helped prevent billions of dollars 
in additional cuts to education and health and human 
services. 

Throughout the year, the Center continued to advance 
policy to increase economic opportunity and meet the 
basic needs of Texas families. And we continued to 
keep the focus on improving the well-being of Texas 
children. 

We celebrated our 25th Anniversary at the 2011 
Legacy, keynoted by Jim Lehrer, executive editor 
of PBS NewsHour. To mark the occasion, the Texas 
House of Representatives honored us in a resolution 
noting that the Center “serves as a vital nonpartisan 
resource,” and the Texas Senate commended us in a 
proclamation calling the Center “a leading nonpartisan, 
nonprofit policy institute.”
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Legacy Keynote Speaker Jim 
Lehrer of PBS NewsHour

Celebrating at the Legacy Luncheon:

Representing our founders, the 
Congregation of Benedictine Sisters in  

Boerne, Texas: Sr. Bernadine Reyes, 
OSB, Prioress (far left);  

Sr. Susan Mika, OSB, Council 
Member (second left); Sr. Sylvia Ahr, 

OSB, Sub-Prioress (far right).

Our Executive Directors: Dianne 
Stewart, 1991-2001 (third left);  

DeAnn Friedholm, 1988-1991 (back); 
F. Scott McCown, 2002-Present.

http://www.cppp.org

http://www.facebook.com/bettertexas
https://twitter.com/#!/CPPP_TX
http://www.youtube.com/user/CPPPvideo


ON THE MOVE
While 2011 has been exciting, the upcoming year promises excitement 
of its own. Our growing staff is moving from our old, small house to an 
exciting new mixed-use building on Austin’s light rail line on North Lamar 
Boulevard. Thanks to a matching grant from the Paulos Foundation and 
the generous response of our supporters, we’ll be able to furnish the new 
office and make the move this Spring.

STAFF
F. Scott McCown 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Anne Dunkelberg 
ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR

Dick Lavine 
SENIOR FISCAL ANALYST

Eva DeLuna Castro 
SENIOR BUDGET ANALYST

Celia Cole 
SENIOR POLICY ANALYST

Don Baylor, Jr. 
SENIOR POLICY ANALYST

Jane Burstain, Ph.D. 
SENIOR POLICY ANALYST

Stacey Pogue 
SENIOR POLICY ANALYST

Leslie Helmcamp 
POLICY ANALYST

Chandra Kring Villanueva 
POLICY ANALYST

Frances Deviney, Ph.D. 
TEXAS KIDS COUNT DIRECTOR

Kymberlie Quong Charles, LMSW 
SPECIAL PROJECTS COORDINATOR

Laura Rosen 
OPPORTUNITYTEXAS PROJECT COORDINATOR

Cheasty Anderson 
COMMUNITY HEALTH CARE COORDINATOR

Janet Hutchison 
DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR

Valerie L. Davidson 
MANAGER OF FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION

Brian Stephens  
COMMUNICATIONS DIRECTOR

Gina Chavez 
COMMUNICATIONS ASSOCIATE

SPECIAL RECOGNITION
We were pleased to receive some special 
recognition this year:

	The League of Women Voters of Texas 
gave us the 2011 Making Democracy 
Work Award.

	Texas AFT gave us the 2011 Child 
Advocate Award.

	Texas Monthly named Scott McCown one 
of the 25 people with the most influence in 
Texas policy. 

	The Equity Center named Dick Lavine its 
2011 Champion for Equity for his work in 
supporting public education. 

Our Health Care Team continues to receive 
national recognition for its expertise in both 
public and private health insurance: 

	The National Academy of Social Insurance 
elected Anne Dunkelberg to membership. 

	The National Association of Insurance 
Commissioners continued Stacey 
Pogue’s appointment as a Funded 
Consumer Representative. 

Anne Dunkelberg

Stacey Pogue

Dick Lavine

Home since 1992

Future home on North Lamar



BOARD
Flora Brewer, Chair 
CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER AT HELPING 
RESTORE ABILITY 
FORT WORTH

Jim Hine, Secretary 
FORMER COMMISSIONER OF THE TEXAS 
DEPT. OF AGING AND DISABILITY SERVICES, 
DEPT. OF HUMAN SERVICES, AND DEPT. OF 
PROTECTIVE AND REGULATORY SERVICES 
AUSTIN

Linda Aaker 
ATTORNEY AND WRITER 
AUSTIN

Naomi Aberly 
CIVIC LEADER 
DALLAS

John Castle, Jr. 
ATTORNEY AND CIVIC LEADER 
DALLAS

David Chappell 
ATTORNEY AND CIVIC LEADER 
FORT WORTH

Arturo Chávez 
PRESIDENT AND CEO, MEXICAN AMERICAN 
CATHOLIC COLLEGE 
SAN ANTONIO

Joe Cunningham, MD, FACP, MBA 
PHYSICIAN AND VENTURE CAPITALIST AUSTIN

John Hildreth 
PRESIDENT, ISSUELINK 
AUSTIN

William P. Hobby 
FORMER LT. GOVERNOR OF TEXAS HOUSTON

Dazzie McKelvy 
FOUNDER, WORKFORCE MATTERS 
AUSTIN

Catherine Mosbacher 
DIRECTOR, CENTER FOR HOUSTON’S FUTURE 
HOUSTON

Steve Murdock, Ph.D. 
PROFESSOR, RICE UNIVERSITY 
HOUSTON

Nona Niland, M.D. 
PHYSICIAN AND CIVIC LEADER 
AUSTIN

Cynthia Osborne, Ph.D. 
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR, LBJ SCHOOL  
OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS AT THE UNIVERSITY  
OF TEXAS AT AUSTIN  
AUSTIN

Linda Owen 
PRESIDENT, WOODALL ROGERS PARK 
FOUNDATION 
DALLAS

Blaine Wesner 
GENERAL PARTNER, AUSTIN VENTURES 
AUSTIN

ACCOMPLISHMENTS
A few highlights from among our accomplishments in 2011:

	Helped derail a proposal to limit adults in Texas Medicaid to just 
three prescriptions a month regardless of their health.

	Helped preserve funding for family services in the state’s budget 
for Child Protective Services.

	Helped 1) secure new authority for the Commissioner of 
Insurance to increase the availability of health insurance for 
children and 2) improve rate information sent to consumers 
allowing them to shop for better policies. 

	Helped lead a coalition to expand the summer food program 
so children in 173 additional low-income schools districts have 
access to nutritious meals in the summer.

	Designated negotiator for consumer groups in mediation with 
the lending industry resulting in the enactment of payday loan 
reforms to protect consumers. 

	OpportunityTexas, a project working to move more Texas 
families toward greater economic opportunity through education, 
saving, and asset building, completed its first year. In one project 
highlight, the City of Austin gave an additional $20,000 to match 
our grant to Foundation Communities Tax Centers for a pilot 
program to encourage low-income filers to save a portion of 
their tax refunds.  

PUBLICATIONS & PRESENTATIONS
We released more than 130 analyses and comments about public 
policy: (Click an article title to view online.)

	Undermining the Texas Economy: The 2012-13 Texas State Budget

	Using the Rainy Day Fund to Ensure our Recovery and Prosperity

	Texas Health Care 2011: What Has Happened and the Work that 
Remains

	Texas Health Care Primer (Revised 2011) 

	Proposed Federal Cuts Would Sap SNAP’s Proven Ability to Help 
Poor, Hungry Texans 

	HB 643 Will Help Kids Eat Right During the Summer

	The Guide to Texas Child Protective Services

	Promoting College Success

	Payday Lending by Any Other Name Is Still Payday Lending

	Texas Poverty 101

	How Texas Measures Up in the 2010 American Community Survey

	The State of Texas Children 2011

We presented on public policy to more than 13,000 people and the 
media cited us more than 1,000 times. 

http://www.cppp.org/research.php?aid=1161
http://www.cppp.org/research.php?aid=1043
http://cppp.org/research.php?aid=1162
http://cppp.org/research.php?aid=1162
http://www.cppp.org/research.php?aid=1087
http://www.cppp.org/research.php?aid=1104
http://www.cppp.org/research.php?aid=1104
http://www.cppp.org/research.php?aid=1069
http://www.cppp.org/research.php?aid=1024
http://www.cppp.org/research.php?aid=1081
http://www.cppp.org/research.php?aid=1044
http://www.cppp.org/research.php?aid=96
http://www.cppp.org/research.php?aid=1137
http://www.cppp.org/research.php?aid=1040
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900 LYDIA STREET
AUSTIN, TEXAS 78702

T 512.320.0222  
F 512.320.0227

Join the conversation

www.cppp.org

ABOUT 
The Center is a nonpartisan, nonprofit policy institute committed to improving 
public policies to make a better Texas. We pursue our mission through 
independent research, policy analysis and development, public education, 
advocacy, coalition-building, and technical assistance. We ground our work 
in rigorous data analysis. 

VISION 
We envision a prosperous Texas where economic and social opportunity is 
available in fair measure to all. 

HISTORY
Over 25 years ago, the Congregation of Benedictine Sisters in Boerne, Texas, 
motivated by a vision of social justice for the poor and disenfranchised, 
opened the Center to improve access to health care for the poor. The Center 
evolved into an independent 501(c)(3) policy institute working to address the 
challenges facing low- and moderate-income Texans. 

AFFILIATIONS

A Project of 
The Annie E. Casey
FoundationSFAI

State Fiscal Analysis Initiative

REVENUE EXPENSES

Contributions 
$337,409

Foundations 
$1,586,146

Other $31,907 
2%

Programs 
$1,648,959

Fundraising 
$113,387

Management 
$97,470
5%

17%
81%

6%

89%

http://www.cppp.org

http://www.facebook.com/bettertexas
https://twitter.com/#!/CPPP_TX
http://www.youtube.com/user/CPPPvideo
http://www.earncentral.org
http://www.firstfocus.net
http://www.kidscount.org
http://www.statefiscal.org 
http://www.workingpoorfamilies.org

